
 

 

AHS Orchestra Booster Meeting Notes 

September 6, 2018 

 

AHS Orchestra Booster Club Leadership Team 

Orchestra Director: Kevin Martin  

President: Bill Holden 

Vice President: Sara O’Brien 

Treasurer: Lori Swanson 

Secretary: Nancy Meyer 

Benefits of an AHS Orchestra Booster Club is to streamline processes; get monies to where 

they are allocated quickly; increase exposure; and help more students understand the payoffs of 

practice and discipline like the enjoyment playing an instrument can bring; the long-term 

friendships that are built; and the powerful experience of creating music together. 

 

Discussion Notes 

I. Put the following Booster Club Meetings on your calendar: 

Monday, Sept. 6 (Experience Armstrong evening) 

Monday, Oct. 11 (following conferences|Fall Concert time) 

Thursday, Nov. 29 (Time? Fit between Orchestra Hall and the Winter Concert) 

Thursday, Jan. 10 (Time? TBD either before or after Info. Night: Discuss next year’s New  

York City tour) 

Thursday, March 8 (following Spring Conferences and looking to Spring Concerts) 

 

* The goal is to keep meetings somewhat aligned to the concert schedule, as the concerts 

are the best times to access families with information. 

 

II. Director’s Report 

a. Upcoming events and the orchestra calendar for the year. 

i. Handouts in one place:  

ii. Student Sectional Scheduling is now on Google where students sign-up. 

1. Schoology: check on Schoology for announcements at (learn.rdale.org 

and go to parent portal). For upcoming events check the Calendar on 

Schoology or for easier access download the APP. 

2. Facebook: infrequent poster of events. Volunteer needed. (see below) 

 

III. Director Requests for 2018-19 School Year 

a. Bass stools - we went with cheaper stools, since the room is heavily used by many 

programs.   
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b. Folders - Symphony folders are ordered, and should arrive this Fall Concert 

c. Uniform wardrobe – one more needed 

d. Clip-on tuners - this idea will be shelved for logistical reasons at this point 

 

IV. Fundraising – for individual student accounts and to support program needs 

a. Individual Student Accounts 

i. Tours 

ii. Instrument rental 

iii. Uniforms (including Chamber Strings & Concertino)  

iv. Spirit wear 

b. Program Needs 

i. Tour scholarships for 5-Day trips (2019-20 New York City Tour) 

ii. Equipment  

iii. Wardrobe for extra uniforms 

iv. Food & decorations 

1. Homecoming float 

2. Pizza for Open House Orchestra 

3. Pizza for Fall Festival Volunteers 

4. Spring Concert treats 

5. Spring Awards Night  

6. Soliciting donations 

 

V. Fundraising Events 

a. Cub Food Grocery Bagging – Dec. 8 at CUB in Crystal: 10 a.m. - 6:00 p.m. and  

Dec. 15 at CUB on Nathan Ln. in Plymouth: 10 a.m. - 6:00 p.m. 

b. Butterbraids 

i. Sell from Oct. 24 - Nov. 7, 2018 

ii. Deliver on Tues., Dec. 11, 2018 

c. Sell Carnations at November Concert 

 

VI. Volunteer Needs (email Kevin) – post on Volunteerspot 

a. Facebook Help: infrequent poster of events. Could one parent volunteer to manage 

the site for this school year? 

b. Homecoming – September 21, 2018  

c. Fall/Winter Concert (order food and pick up food, collect donations, and handout 

programs) 

d. Spring Concert (reception is sponsored by this Booster Club; order food and pick up 

food, collect donations, and handout programs) 

e. 2020 New York City 5-Day Tour – organize details and events this fall. Launch 

plan right before 2019 Spring Break (cost for flying vs. taking a bus vary by about 

$300; benefits to busing are bonding and being able to stop and see other sites 

along the way.)  

i. Students perform 3 times, do a College Tour, City Tour (like the Rock-n-Roll 

Hall of Fame), have a Clinic, and hear a local Orchestra on the trip. 

f. End-of-the-year Awards Night 

 



 

3 
 

VII. Ideas 

 

a. Have one parent organize one Dine to Donate event.  

b. Create a ‘BUZZ’ on Facebook to show how awesome it is to be part of the 

Orchestras at AHS. (a couple of volunteers needed) 

c. Have some volunteers find fun pictures as we try to build enthusiasm for tour.  

i. Make a video of past trips so students can send them to relatives and 

friends to raise more funds for the tour. 

d. Add GoFundMe button to Facebook site or school website on Orchestra page. 

e. More discussion needed on individual student accounts and how they accumulate 

over four years. 

f. A year before touring add more fundraising events that we know work (like an 

extra CUB food bagging for a total of 6? A car wash?). 

g. Scholarships vs. Raising Funds to lower the tour costs for everyone. What is best to 

emphasize during fundraising events? 

h. Survey parents and students about tour trips. 

i. Flying vs. Driving, what would you prefer? 

ii. What, if any, are the limiting factors or barriers that would keep you from 

going to New York City in 2020? 

iii. Which three cities in the United States, outside of New York City, would 

you most like to perform in? Why? 

iv. How often should the Orchestra tour? Every other year? Every three years? 

 

 

 

 


